REL 246: Religion and Popular Culture
Spring 2009

Monday/ Wednesday 3:45 — 5:05
Hal | of Languages 114

Instructor: Rosanne Morici, rnorici @yr.edu
Department of Religion, Syracuse University

“.JI'lt is Disneyland that is authentic here! The cinema
and TV are Anerica’'s reality! The freeways, the Safeways,
the skylines, speed, and deserts — these are Anerica, not
the galleries, the churches, and culture . — Jean
Baudrillard

“I'f our thinking is not to be pseudo-thinking, we nust
think about life; for such a thinking is a thinking about
God. And if we are to think about life, we nust penetrate
its hidden corners, and steadily refuse to treat anything -
however trivial or disgusting it nay seemto be — as
irrelevant.” — Karl Barth

REQUI RED TEXTS (avail able in the SU Bookst ore)

Bruce David Forbes & Jeffrey Mahan, Religion and Popul ar
Culture in Anmerica (RPCA)

Ri chard Santana & Gregory Erickson, Religion and Popul ar
Culture (RPQ

Dom nic Strinati, An Introduction to Theories of Popul ar
Culture (Strinati)

John Berger, Ways of Seeing (Berger)

*Articles and chapters avail able on Bl ackboard (BB)

COURSE _DESCRI PTI ON

This course provides an introduction to critical issues and
approaches to the study of religion and popular culture in
Arerica. W will explore the conplexity of the concepts of
“religion” and “culture” and “popular culture,” as well as
the nultiple ways Anmerican religion and popular culture

represent, critique, and shape each other. As we think
t hrough these questions, we wll identify cultural factors
that shape how we “see” and do not “see” religion in
Aneri ca.

ASSI GNVENTS

40% - 4 Quizzes: Wrth 10% each



You will be asked to denonstrate your understandi ng of
t he readi ngs by applying themto the popular culture
you currently are consum ng.
Qui z Dates: Feb 2, Feb 23, March 23, April 13
60% - 4 Papers (4-6 pages each): Wrth 15% each
Paper Dates: Feb 11, March 4, April 1, April 27
Paper 1: Fair World Marketplace (E. Genesee St.) vs.
Around the Wrld (Carousel Mall)
Paper 2: Kanye West’s 3 Jesus Wl ks Musi c Vi deos
Paper 3: Reality TV vs. Authenticity TV
Paper 4. The Celebrity as Cul tural Saint
* Participation & Attendance will be factored into the
final grade at instructor’s discretion
* No late work will be accepted

SCHEDULE

Week 1 — Introduction & Perspectives

Mon. Jan. 12 — Course Overview

Wed. Jan. 14 — RPCA: “Introduction: Finding Religion in

Unexpect ed Pl aces”
JZ Smith: “Religion, Religions, Religious” (BB)

Week 2 — Introduction & Perspectives (continued)
Mon. Jan. 19 — No Class (Martin Luther King Jr. Day)
Wed. Jan. 21 — RPC. “Popul ar Culture and Popul ar Reli gion
in Anerica”
Strinati: Introduction & “Mass Culture and
Popul ar Cul ture”

Week 3 — Seeing Culture, H gh & Low
Mon. Jan. 26 — Berger: 7-33; 83-112
Wed. Jan. 28 — Meet at SU Art Galleries
Strinati: “Marxism Political Econony and

| deol ogy”

Week 4 — Consuner Culture — Advertising, Shopping Malls, &
The Secret
Mon. Feb. 2 — Berger: 45-64; 129-154

Quiz 1
Wed. Feb. 4 — Pahl: “The Shopping Mall as Stairway to
Heaven” (BB)

RPCA: “The Cross at WI Il ow Creek: Seeker
Rel i gi on and the Cont enpor ary
Mar ket pl ace”

Sel ection from The Secret (BB)



Week 5 — Consuner Culture — Anerican Religion as Consum ng
“Qt hers”
Mon. Feb. 9 — RPCA: “The Oriental Monk in Anerican Popul ar
Cul ture”

Selection fromCarrette & King, Selling
Spirituality (BB)
Wed. Feb. 11 - Paper 1 — Fair World Marketpl ace vs.
Around the Wrld

Week 6 — The Internet — Communities & Rituals Online

Mon. Feb. 16 — Rami: “Building Community Word by Word:
Religion in the Virtual Wrl d” (BB)
Wed. Feb. 18 — RPCA: “Internet Christian and Muslim
Communi ti es”

Strinati: “The Frankfurt School and the Culture
I ndustry”

Week 7 — Music — From Jimy Swaggart to CCMto the
U2chari st
Mon. Feb. 23 — RPCA: “Evangelicals and Popul ar Music: The
Cont enporary Christian Musi ¢ | ndustry”
Quiz 2
Wed. Feb. 25 — RPCA: “Like a Sernon: Popular Religion in
Madonna Vi deos”
RPC. “Absolute Contradictions: Perceptions of
the Spiritual and the Religious in
Popul ar Musi c”

Wek 8 — Music — Lauryn H Il & Kanye West

Mon. March 2 — RPCA: “Rap Music and Its Message: On
Interpreting the Contact bet ween Rel i gi on
and Popul ar Cul ture”

Sylvan: “Rap Music, Hip-Hop Culture, and ‘The Future
Rel i gi on of the VWrld ” (BB)

Wed. March 4 — Paper 2 — Jesus Wal ks Video x3

Wek 9 - READ TW LI GHT
Mon. March 9 — No Class (Spring Break)
Wed. March 11 — No O ass (Spring Break)

Week 10 - Popular Literature - Tw light
Mon. March 16 — Strinati: “Femnismand Popular Culture”
Wed. March 18 — RPCA: “Re- Myt hol ogi zi ng the Divine Fem ni ne
in Secret Life of Bees”

RPCA: “Gender Dynam cs of the Left Behind

Seri es”



Week 11 — Television - Lost
Mon. March 23 - Strinati: “Structuralism Sem ol ogy and
Popul ar Cul ture”

Quiz 3
Wed. March 25 - RPC. “Tel evision Drama, Fan Conmmunities
and Theol ogy”

Week 12 — Television - Reality TV
Mon. March 20 - Prim ano: “QOprah, Phil, Ceral do, Barbara,
and Thi ngs that Go Bunp in the N ght:
Negoti ati ng the Supernatural on Anerican

Tel evi si on” (BB)
Wed. April 1 — Paper 3 — Reality vs. Authenticity TV

Week 13 — Film =V for Vendetta &The Dark Kni ght

Mon. April 6 — Strinati: “Postnodernism Contenporary
Popul ar Cul ture and Recent Theoretica
Devel opnent s”

Wed. April 8 — Press & Fil m Revi ews (BB)

Week 14 — Film-March of the Penguins & An | nconveni ent
Truth
Mon. April 13 — Stone: “A Fire in the Sky: Apocal yptic
Thenes on the Silver Screen (BB)

Qiz 4
Wed. April 15 — Press & Fil m Reviews (BB)

Week 15 — Celebrity & CQultural Saints — The Curious Case of

Angelina Jolie

Mon. April 20 — Anuar: “Selena — Prophet, Profit,

Princess: Canoni zing the Conmodity” (BB)
Wed. April 22 — Angelina Photo Gallery (BB)

Week 16 — Concl usion

Mon. April 27 — RPCA: *“Conclusion: Establishing a D al ogue
about Religion and Popul ar Cul ture”

Paper 4 — The Cel ebrity Sai nt

ACADEM C I NTEGRI TY

The Syracuse Acadenmic Integrity Policy holds students
accountable for the integrity of the work they submt.
Students should be famliar with the policy and know it is
their responsibility to | earn about instructor and general
academ c expectations with regard to proper citation of




sources in witten work. The policy al so governs the
integrity of work submtted in exans ad assignnents as wel |
as other verifications of participation in class
activities. Serious sanctions can result from academnic

di shonesty of any sort.

For nore information, see Acadenmic Integrity Ofice,
http://acadenicintegrity.syr.edu

STUDENTS W TH DI SABI LI TI ES/ SPECI AL NEEDS

Syracuse University’'s Ofice of Disability Services (ODS)
aut hori zes speci al accommodati ons for students with
disabilities. Students who believe they may need academ c
accommopdations due to a disability must register with ODS
at 804 University Ave., Rm 309, 443-3398 or 443-1371. Any
such student should see the instructor as soon as possible
to discuss their needs.

For nore information, see Ofice of Disability Services,
http://disabilityservices.syr.edu




